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FOR ANYONE interested in the history of
art to enter this, one of the most
distinguished of the Island’s “stately homes’,
is o litlle disconcerting, You hoven't been
here before, or certainly not since the
present owner moved in, and yet ot every
turn there are curiously familior sights.

Can thot really be @ Von Dyck portrait of
Charles | hanging in the hall? Hove you not
seen thot lovely Pre-Raphaelite *Pandore’ by
John William Waterhouse, hanging over the

drowing room fireplace, somewhere before?
Isn’t that Cloude Lorrain's ‘Seoport with the
Embarkation of the Queen of Shebo’ next 1o
il, and John William Godward's
“Tambourine Girl’ on the wall apposite?
And up in the moster bedroom, surely that's
Francois Gérard's ‘Cupid kissing Psyche’2

Well, yes and no.

The present owner is o keen art
enthusiast, and in fact a patron of
Manchester City Arl Gallery. As such he is

The drawing room ant collection
includes superb quality copies of
Claude Lorrain's *‘Seaport with the
Embarkation of ihe Queen of Sheba'
(left) and John Wiliam Waterhouse's
‘Pandora’ (over lireplace). The door-
way In the comor of the raom leads ta
the ibrary ~ it had previously baen
blocked up, and the Vilage Worksnop
made a new mahogany door for It



The master bedroom {tar right) is
papered in handpainted paper from
Cole’s “Chandos' collection and has a
copy of Gérart's ‘Cugid Kissing
Poych hanging on the wal s mi.
orad en suite bathraom (1ight) echoes
the gothic theme. One of the guest
raoms (below) Is papared in a soft
chermy-pink Toda de Jouy by Nobiis

enlifled fo borrow from their
collection and has an
enchenting portrait,
“Summer’, by the miner but
delightful arfist T. Marfine
Roncldson, hanging in his
bedroom.

. But almost every other
painting in the house is o
copy of something quite
famous; some bought at
auction or from dealers,
others, like the Lorrain, and o

Local tradesmen and decorators
worked here for a full year

of it with Christopher Wood's book
“Victorion Painting” in your hands. He uses
Waterhouse’s Pandora’ on his front cover,
and there are just the subllest of differences
between the one on the woll and the one
on the book.

After the owner bought this house he
had local tradesmen, croftsmen and
decorators working in it for o full year, fo
create exacily the sefting he wanted for his
lifs ond his art collection. SteveDimelor of
House & Home in Douglos played on
important part, not nn\y in supplying ol the
soft f but also

Canaletio in the dining B
specially commissioned.
‘Older paintings are all out
of copyright,” he explains, ‘so
all you hove fe do is get the
owner's permission to have
very good quality
photographs taken of them.”
The rest is up fo the talented
copyists, who are working cll
over the world. Some of the
best capies here came from
Studio Conales in Spain, and
were bought through Benham's in London.
You know that the Van Dyck ond the
Lorrain are in the National Gallery, the
Gérard in the Louvre, but this could, you
think, be the original ‘Pandora’, which you
know is in private hands. It is of remarkably
fine quality, and you only feel convinced
that it isn't the original when you sit in front

an
coordinating the skills of oH the other
people who worked on it.

Before moving 1o the Isle of Man the
owner had lived for 20 years in an equally
grand house in Lancashire. Not only did his
Hfurniture fit vary well in here, but he
decided that he would feel instantly ‘at
home” i he had some of the decoration of
the old house exactly reproduced in the
new. This is exactly what has been done,
particularly in the drawing-reom. Here
Stevehas hung cream and ferracotia
curtains in ‘Floral Urn', from Zoffany with
an edging from iheir Trimmings collection,
and in the dining-reom next door Tijou Silk
by Osbome & Litile, in o rich brick-red
colour with @ gold thread running through
it.

Corpeting throughout these ground
floor rooms is pale ivory by Ryalux; in the



drowing room sofos and chairs have ivory
covers and the walls have been double-
lined and then washed in a soft cream,
colour-matched by Sanderson to the curtain
fabric. The only piece of fumniture ccquired
on the Island is a large ond lavish gilded
console table, to the left of the fireploce,
which was bought from Chrystal’s
salerooms in Romsey.

There is 30 much colour in the paintings
here that there was really no need for any
more in the furnishings, but there is o
handsome sef of pierced brass screens and
irons in the fireplace, and an exira glint of
luxury hes been added by a gold-and-
ferracotia stencilled border on the ceiling. It
was designed and cut by Mary Pollard, who
works part-fime for House & Home, and
applied by expert decorator Tony Ashcroft
whose feam did the painfing and papering
throughout the house

The dining-room has been papered with
o hand-print from Alexander Beauchamp’s
Damask Collection - an interesting local
connection, since the firm’s founder Karen
Beauchamp lived ond worked in the Isle of
Man at the beginning of her highly
successful career. She has recently taken
over the long-established wallpaper firm of
Cole’s

One of the most ombitious innovations
in this house was the camplete re-building
of the library. This was planned by Steve
Dimelor and Paul Bloom, whose Village

Workshop in Loxey carried out the work. A
doorway from the drawing-room, which had
been blocked off, had to be re-opened,
and the door was replaced by a fine new
one in mohogany. A canopy ceiling has
been created, four columns with Corinthian
capitals have been inserted, and the room
hos been shelved and panelled throughout
in Brazilion mohogany.

There are many more rooms downstairs,
although the house is not quite os big as it
looks from the outside. Village Workshop
also panelled a study in Douglos fir, and
there is a games room which Steve Dimelor
has lined in dark red felt from Lewis &
Wood, with curtains in o joky ploying-cord
pottern from the new V & A Colleciion.
There are two kitchens, the original one
which stll has a huge open fireploce ond o
long ook table in it - wonderful at
Christmas fime - and a more modem one
with a large and comforiable breakfast-
room odjoining it. Here Village Workshop
built gloss-fronted cabinets, pointwork is in
Zoffany crimson and cream, and there are
curtains in cream, red and buff in Bakers
Malmoison design.

Carridors leading fo these back quoriers
used lo be dark and rather dismal, but they
have been painted a fresh, sunny yellow,
Hloored with crisp black-and-white
chequerboard Original Style tiles, and very
clevedy lit with down-lighting crecting soft
washes of illumination. The owner hos a

A magnificent
illustration of the
levels of skill
now available in
the Isle of Man
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CURTAINS

Previous pusemw
elaborate plasterwork and
carved pine fireplace nr the

landing dainty gilt chairs
stand between theatrically
swagged double cross-avor
curtains in Sanderson’s
Lymington damask. In the
marble-floored hallway
Monlkwell’s black ‘Ruskin’

velvet is married wit
silk from James Brindley
and bullion fringe by

erachet-edged coton throw
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cream silk cushion is
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Design Shop in Onchan)

An unusual window treatment in the dining
Osborne & Little’s aconthus
design ‘Tijou’ in gold and red has been cwi
on the bias o drape like @ sorong above
curtalns af plain red James Erindhey sk
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Accustomed to large houses, Stephen
Dimelor is not afraid to use theatrical
effects and dramatic accessories

theatrical effects and dramatic
accessories. The owner of this house
designed it himself, and the curtain
weatments Stephen has created
perfectly complement the rooms.

Amongst the most innovative are 10
be seen as soon as you enter the
black-and-white marble floored
porch, where convex gilt mirrors on
either side of the front door are
flanked by windows asymmetrically
curtained in black and gold. A heavy
single fall of Monkwell's black
‘Ruskin’ velvet is backed by golden
James Brindley silk, the tail above it
trimmed with a small black bullion
fringe by Phoenix; the curtain pole
has a gilded finial to match the
antique mirror.

The drawing room, which runs the
full depth of the house and has
windows on three sides, has
elaborate plasterwork in classical style
and a carved pine fireplace with an
antique gilt overmantel mirror. The
gold has been picked up in the rich
fabric chosen for the curtains, where
it is teamed with dark blue in a
traditional damask from Crowson’s
Palais Royale collection, The curtain

design involves a single s to show
off Iﬁ}; large-scale mglif'onf'?}%s fabric,
and tails lined with a plain goid
glazed chintz. To do justice to these
sumptuous fabrics, the tie-backs take
the form of gilded pineapples.

An Indian silk rug showing a
hunting scene in this room also came
from the House & Home Design
Shop, and for the photograph on
page 19 we dressed the sofas with
their Kandola silk cushions; the small
dark blue ones are embroidered in
gold with bees and signs of the
zodiac, and all are lined and
interlined for a perfect finish.

In the formal dining room Osborne
& Little's lovely acanthus design
“Tijou’ in gold and red (if you see

‘Shakespeare in Love’ aﬁaln, look out
for it cut into a beautifully rich
bodice). Here it has been cut on the
bias to drape almost like a sarong
above curtains of plain red James
Brindley silk.

At the heart of the house is an
entirely surprising room, a heavily
beamed snug with a wood-burning
stove set into a large stone fireplace.
It is a complete contrast 1o the cool



The
Furniture Bureau

Fabulous range of conservatory suites
competitively priced from as little as
£395 for a weave 4 piece set.

Cheek out our website for some of our . |
ranges available. Py
Units 1+2, Orange Grove House, Port Erin, Isle of Man IM9 6DJ

Tel: 01624 836738

Email: joan@furniturebureaw.com
Website: www.furniturebureau.com
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taste for clossical-style statuary, some pieces bought
from antique shops, others quality reproductions from
sources such as Anthony Redmile in London. One
piece stands on up-lit shelving fo provide on
interesting focal point at the fum of o corridor
leading to the kitchen area.

Upslairs — the two stoircases and landings ore
warmed with red carpefing, and a suit of armour
stands on the gallery above the main hall — there are
eight bedrooms, all en suite, ond decorated in
different styles. The master bedroom is calm, cool
and spacious, decorated with handprinted ‘Phoenix’
wallpoper from Cole’s Chondos collection. The
curtains have been made by House & Home in an
antique-style linen velvet by Romo, with o gold-
threaded Rheims trimming from Suzanne Houle's Les
Passementeries collection. Above them are fixed
gilded pelmets from Hang-Ups Window Accessories,
also the source of curtain poles and finiols elsewhere
in the house.

After o full year's work by numerous locol
tredesmen, this magnificent home is now finished and
completely to its owner's taste. The entire project hos
been carried out to the highest possible standards
and is a magnificent illustration of the levels of skill
ond experlise in ihis area now available in the Isle of
Man,

View from the hall into the brary (\e«:. entirely panaliod In
Brazilian mahogany by Laxey's Vilage Workshop. The carving
abave the doorway was. sourced in Engnna and polished to
match the panelling

INTERIOR DECOR & SOFT FURNISHINGS by the House &
Home Design Studio, 3-5 Victorio Road, Douglas

(tel. 627314)

DECORATOR Tony Asheroft, 17 Hilliop Rise, Douglas
(1el.612529)

STENCIL DESIGNS by Mary Pollord, /o House & Home
Design Studio.

JOINERY AND PANELLING by the Village Workshop, Glen
Road, Loxey (tel. 861094)

ORNAMENTAL MOULDINGS by Orac Décor, sourced by
House & Home and installed by Steve Whitehead of Profile
(tel, 851716, mobile tel. 498001)

FLOOR TILING by Original Style, sourced from Pacesefier,
Harris Terrace, Douglos (fel. 622045) and loid by Simon
Trenholme (mobile fel. 493044)

LIGHTING by Luminaires, The Courtyard, Tynwald Mills, St
Johns frel. 801050)

ELECTRICS by Ardern & Druggan Lid., The Power House,
Waodbourne Lane, Douglos (fel. 625856

LIBRARY FIREPLACE by Poail Voaish Lid., Pooil Vaaish Quorry,
Costletown (tel. 823331).



elegance of the other rooms and is,
not surprisingly, where the owners
spend most of their time during the
winter months. It leads out into a sun
room with French windows in three
walls, all of which can be opened to
create cool breezes on hot summer
days. The doors from the snug are
hung with heavy Sanderson ‘Pebhble’
chenille, but the sunroom is
curtained in airy Sanderson muslin.
The curtains in the master
bedroom are a triumph of subtle

sophistication, using two closely
related shades of peach James
Brindley silk to create a double bustle
effect, the pleating held in place by
invisible tapes to centre on a gold-
painted rosette.

Stephen Dimelor moved tw the
Island in 1996 and has run the House
& Home Design Shop with his
partner Andy Davies for the past 18
months. They offer a wide range of
fabrics, including favourites from
Osborne & Little, Jab, Jane Churchill
and Andrew Martin. The Design Shop
is the Island’s Sanderson specialist,
offering their paints as well as Zoffany
& Coles and Farrow & Ball. Their
accessories range includes Peggy
Wilkins table linen and L'Occitane
fragrances, all labelled in Braille.

Heavy Sanderson
‘Pebble’ chenilla
with a pinch-pleat
heading guards
the way from the
beamed winter
snug into the airy
sunroom; here
French windows
ore curtained with
plain white edged
with Sanderson’s
Sans Souci”
coloured muslin, 1o
tone with the
terraocotta tiled
floor

the complete
interior design experience

Our team of friendly &
professional staff are
here to help and advise,
from g simple paint
scheme to a full house
or office refurbishment,
working on an inclusive
fee base, hourly rate, or
fixed fee, we can tailor
to your needs.

With an inexhaustible
range of suppliers for
fabrics, wallpaper,
paints, cushions,
bedding. carpets, fracks
& poles, accessorias
and finishing touches,
we'll be sure to help you
achieve your ideal
home.

Waorking along side our
recommeanded
decorators, electrical
specialists, and paint
effect artists we can
help tumn your dreams
into reqllty.

curfain & soft furnishing service
inferior design & advice

23b Village Walk, Onchan
tel 01624 627314
fax 01624 663379

Call in and see us, you'll be amazed ot the choicel
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